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The newsletter of the Presbyterian Church of Kane  

Included in this 
newsletter  

Graduation Sunday      

Congratulate the 
graduates.    

__ 

General Assembly 

GA June 22nd through July 
2nd.  

__ 
 

Looking Back in History 

More about the fire in our 
church building in 

December, 1936 

__ 

 

More History – Recovery 
Phase Begins  

Where do you start to 
recover?    

__ 

Pictures of Work Done 
For Our Church   

See the work in action. 

   

__ 

The Last Word   

It is all about words spoken. 

 Graduation Sunday is June 7th  
Please join us on Sunday, June 7th as we honor our high school 
graduates during fellowship hour.  Graduating this year are  
Brooke Bizzak, Tyson Boschert, and Alaina Brzezinski.  Here 
are a few fun facts about our graduates.  

Favorite Church Family Memory: 

All the confirmation classes and getting to know church members’ stories 
and getting to grow with our church community  - Brooke   

Going to Texas Hot with Alaina’s grandpa Matt  - Tysin 

Donuts in Sunday School with papa; picking ground pine for wreaths and the 
Advent event; Rev. Beckes’ Show and Tell Treasure Chest – Alaina 

 

227th General Assembly Begins June 22nd 

The 227th General Assembly (2026) will 
officially begin with committees gathering 
online from June 22–24, 2026. Between 
June 25 and 26, attendees will travel to 
Milwaukee. The Assembly will then 
participate in a Community Day on June 
27, where those attending will be able to 
join in public witness opportunities.   
Finally, the plenary sessions will take 
place in Milwaukee from June 28–July 2, 
2026. 

The General Assembly’s commissioners, 
with the advice of advisory delegates, vote on issues that guide the work of 
the church. Decisions made by the General Assembly include, but are not 
limited to: • recommendations for changes to the constitution of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), • policies that provide a foundation for how the 
church lives out its beliefs through public statements and social witness, • 
decisions regarding how the church should faithfully invest its time, funds 
and personnel, • and decisions regarding how the church can best organize 
itself to reflect the will of God.  The Presbytery of Lake Erie is allocated one 
Ruling Elder commissioner and one Teaching Elder commissioner.         
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How I (We) Got Here … 
Each month  a member of our faith community will share their story of how they 
found their way to the Presbyterian Church of Kane or an interesting story of the 
history of the church.   

 

On a bitterly cold Monday afternoon in December 1936, three weeks before Christmas, our church 
burned down. It was being remodeled in anticipation of the church’s 50th anniversary celebration when 
the fire broke out. 

 In today’s dollars the loss would have amounted to over $1 million. 

 Despite the devastation there was no interruption in the church’s services. On Friday evening, four 
days after the fire, church leaders met at the home of the pastor and accepted offers to use both the First 
Baptist Church and the Y.M.C.A. to host services until the church would be rebuilt. 

 The first service was held at the Baptist Church, then located a short distance up the block on 
Chase Street. Sunday school was scheduled to begin at 2:00 p.m. with worship following at 3:00 p.m. 

 Amazingly, three days after the fire, over 200 people attended the congregation’s “Church Night” 
social program and dinner at the Masonic Temple. Members of the congregation performed readings, 
mock radio interviews, violin solos, songs by a barbershop quartet, and the presentation of a paper 
written by “Mrs. B. W. Drake on ‘The Prevention of Cruelty to the House Fly.’ ”  

 At a short business meeting following the program, it was voted to send a note of thanks to all 
those who had assisted the congregation during the fire “and a check for fifty dollars to the fire 
department.” 

 But a vision for rebuilding did not wait. The Sunday evening after the fire, the entire congregation 
met for supper at the rooms of the Masonic Temple on Fraley Street to plan for reconstruction.  

 On December 22, some two weeks after the fire, the insurance companies had adjusted the loss 
in a settlement that was, according to the Kane Republican, “termed ‘very satisfactory’ by trustees of the 
church.” 

Stay tuned next month: construction underway and dedication services held. 
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FIRST PURCHASE FROM THE INSURANCE PROCEEDS? A NEW ORGAN 
 A Hammod electric organ was demonstrated during the congregation’s Christmas service held at 
the rooms of the Masonic Temple held on December 20, just weeks after the fire.  

It was described as “a newly-invented musical instrument that is finding favor in churches over the 
country and is said to have greater possibilities that the more expensive older style pipe organs.” 

 The pipe organ in the church was reported to have been practically a total loss. 

 A noted Buffalo organist demonstrated the electric organ at the 10:45 Christmas church service 
and gave a recital later in the afternoon. 

 The performance must have met the approval of the congregation. The first purchase out of the 
fire insurance proceeds was the Hammond electric organ, for $1,300.00. 

 In today’s dollars the organ would have cost over $31,000. 

 

 

Work In Action Around the Church in May 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Curt Hartman painting the Chase Street door on a sunny 
day. 

Getting the wrinkles out of the carpet near the entrance to the 
Gathering Place. 
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The Last Word ….Is About Words 
 

We have devices which track the number of steps we walk each day, but do you know how many words you speak 
in a day?  

In a recent article in Time magazine, author Markham Heid reported on the findings of two professors who studied 
audio tapes from more than 2,000 people.  Their analysis revealed the average person spoke 16,000 words a day 
in 2005.  Yet In 2019, the researchers found the average number of spoken words dropped to below 12,000 per 
day.   

The age of participants in this study ranged from 10 to 94.   While word count per day decreased for all age 
groups, the researchers found the greatest decrease in words spoken occurred with the 25 and under age category.  
Although the scope of the study did not include cause, researchers speculated that technology contributed to the 
decrease with the  youngest age group most likely to rely more on texting and messaging apps.     

Yet, the author also proposes other possible contributing factors for the decline in spoken words.  Heid cited 
surveys since the early 2000s which reveal people spending more time alone.   Some advances in technology such 
as the ability to pay bills online and shopping online are a true convenience and save us time, but there are 
unintended consequences such as speaking to others less.  What do we do with the time we save by doing these 
activities online?  In 2023, Dr. Vivek Murthy, then serving as surgeon general, declared loneliness an epidemic.  
Dr. Murthy said loneliness poses the same risk to one’s health as smoking a dozen cigarettes a day.    

In  the same article about people speaking fewer words, author Markham Heid identifies other research whose 
results conclude  “small talk” matters.  The work of Professor Gillian Sandstrom focuses on “outer circle” 
interactions.  These are interactions among neighbors, acquaintances, and relative strangers.  Sandstrom observes 
that while these conversations are more difficult to quantify, they generally make people feel good and put them 
at ease in the company of others.     

In the second creation story in Genesis (Gen 2:4b-25), it is God, who in verse 18 says “It is not good that the man 
should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.”  None of us is meant to be alone.  God created us for 
each other.  Isolation is not good for you and your isolation is not good for others.  It is not that “alone time” is 
not good – alone time, especially for introverts, is necessary, but needs to be counterbalanced with time spent 
with others.  In a culture which is hyper focused on “the self.”  It is easy to look at the words we speak as important 
only for ourselves and to meet our needs.  Sometimes the small talk you make with those you encounter is not 
something you need, it maybe something the person you encounter needs.  Sometimes you are helped by 
conversation and sometimes you are the helper.  Thanks be to God for giving us the gift of each other as 
conversation partners.    
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